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 The population in the Central African Republic (CAR) is facing a severe 
humanitarian and protection crisis. The overall security and humanitarian 
situation has been clearly deteriorating since the beginning of 2017. Large 
parts of the country have been affected by outbreaks of violence or fighting 
between armed groups. As a consequence, humanitarian needs are on the 
rise and have reached a level similar to the peak of the crisis in 2013/2014.  

 

 New forced displacement adds pressure on an already vulnerable 
population. The overall humanitarian situation is negatively impacted by 
protection threats, destruction of homes and livelihoods, disruption of 
services and local economies as well as high levels of food insecurity and 
undernutrition.  

 

 More than half of the population of CAR (some 2.4 million people out of a 
total of 4.9 million) is considered to be in need of humanitarian aid. Over 2 
million are suffering from food insecurity, and two thirds of the population has 
no access to basic healthcare. About one in five citizens of CAR has been 
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Humanitarian Situation 

forcibly displaced, either inside the country or to the neighbouring countries 
(notably to Cameroon, Chad and the Democratic Republic of Congo).    
 

 

 The spill-over to neighbouring countries remains significant, with the refugee situation becoming 
protracted. Humanitarian needs created by the CAR conflict in neighbouring Cameroon and Chad 
are therefore considered by DG ECHO a forgotten humanitarian crisis. 

 

 Humanitarian needs in CAR are estimated at USD 497 million for 2017. However, current funding 
covers only about 30% of this amount. The European Commission remains a major humanitarian 
donor and has provided EUR 24 million so far in 2017 to respond to the CAR regional crisis.  

 

 Humanitarian actors are increasingly targeted by armed groups. Twelve humanitarian workers were 
killed and 259 had to be relocated from January to September 2017. This makes CAR the most 
dangerous country in the world for humanitarians after Syria.  

 

 In such a complex emergency, with the presence of a UN integrated mission, it is vital to clearly 
separate civil and military efforts. Humanitarian action has to fully adhere to the principles of 
impartiality, independence and neutrality, also to ensure acceptance and access.  
 

 In addition, longer-term rehabilitation and development needs should be addressed, ensuring 
linkage with humanitarian action where possible.   

 

 

 Displacement resulting from violence continues at a large scale in many parts of the country. The 
total number of IDPs and refugees remains extremely high, i.e. over 1.1 million people, some 22.5% 
of the population. The regional spill-over of the crisis, with 481 577 refugees in neighbouring 
countries, is of great concern as it is intertwined with the challenge of social cohabitation and 
reconciliation between communities. Continued clashes trigger mass displacements inside and 
outside CAR. From July 2016 to August 2017, the number of IDPs rose from 384 000 to 592 254 
(including 47% are children). Outbreaks of violence also hamper the spontaneous return movement 
of displaced populations both from inside CAR and neighbouring countries. 
 

 Assistance for refugees should look for durable solutions in view of the lack of perspectives for 
return in the short to medium-term. At the same time, it is important to adequately address the 
humanitarian needs of host communities and the conflict-affected local population. The 
humanitarian-development nexus should be further strengthened. The development of a regional 
and multi-sectoral strategy, encompassing humanitarian and development actors, is required to 
respond effectively to the regional crisis.  
 
The population in CAR needs to have access to basic social services, which are at present mainly 
provided by humanitarian aid organisations. To support further the provision of relief and basic 
services, it is crucial that the government provides an enabling legal and fiscal framework for 
international organisations. 
 

 Humanitarian access to populations in need is hampered by insecurity, logistical challenges as well 
as sometimes by the perception of local population and armed groups that the humanitarian 
response is biased. It is therefore important that there is a clear distinction between civil and military 
actions. 
 

 Attacks against humanitarian actors have forced them to suspend their activities that benefit tens of 
thousands of vulnerable individuals. In August 2017, armed men attacked the hospital in Zemio 
(East) which led to the evacuation of the few remaining humanitarian workers in town. In September 
2017, armed attacks on INGOS (international non-governmental organisations) in Batangafo (North) 
led to the evacuation of 85 staff and the suspension of all activities. Early October 2017, fearing the 
escalation of conflict in Bocaranga (North), INGOs decided to suspend their activities and evacuate 
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International response 

all their staff. 
 

 CAR is facing a severe protection crisis. Following his visit to CAR in August 2017, the then UN 
Emergency Response Coordinator Stephen O’Brien alerted about the "early warning signs of a 
genocide".  
 

 In 20161, 11 110 cases of gender-based violence were reported, including 2 313 cases of sexual 
violence. The systematic use of rape and sexual slavery by armed groups as a tactic of war goes 
largely unpunished and severely obstructs prospects of reconciliation. It severely affects the 
survivors due to stigma and marginalisation by their own families and communities. 
 

 The recruitment by and use of children in armed groups is particularly concerning. Estimates 
suggest that between 5 000 and 7 000 child soldiers - 24% of them girls - were used during the 
conflict. Despite the commitment by armed groups during the Forum of Bangui in May 2015 to 
release children, child soldiering in CAR is still taking place and seems to be exacerbated by the 
present situation. According to UNICEF, as of the end August 2017, 10 848 children (3 094 girls and 
7 754 boys) have been associated with armed groups in CAR since 2014.  
 

 In areas of return, IDPs and refugees who have returned spontaneously are confronted with 
protection issues linked to the illegal occupation of their houses, land or property. 
 

 The health system is barely functioning due to a severe shortage of skilled health workers and 
medical supplies. Up to 58% of health infrastructures are supported by humanitarian actors. This 
lack of access to basic healthcare continues to have serious repercussions for war wounded people, 
malaria patients, children who need vaccination or pregnant women left without assistance when 
they deliver.  
 

 The revised Humanitarian Response Plan 2017 indicates that at national level, 199 578 people are 
in need of an emergency nutrition response. This includes 40 694 children under five suffering from 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and 65 938 children under five suffering from Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM). The major challenge in the response remains the very limited availability of 
health structures for SAM patients.   
 

 The impact of insecurity on livelihoods and difficulties in accessing food is becoming the main driver 
for food insecurity. Disruption in market circuits adds pressure on an already vulnerable population, 
and the lack of perspective of improvement renders the situation particularly alarming. The revised 
Humanitarian Response Plan 2017 indicates that over 2 million people are food insecure in CAR. 
With the beginning of the transhumance season, clashes are likely to increase and will further 
deteriorate the food security situation. 
 

 Needs in WASH (Water, Sanitation, Hygiene) are particularly severe in the areas most affected by 
the conflict notably around Kaga-Bandoro, Bambari, Bria, Zemio, Koui, Bocaranga and Ngaoundaye. 
Furthermore, maintaining an adequate level of WASH services in the country remains a challenge, 
especially in IDP sites. 

 

 

The European Commission remains one of the major humanitarian donors and has provided EUR 24 
million so far in 2017 to respond to the CAR regional crisis. Of this amount, EUR 15.5 million have been 
allocated to conflict-affected populations in CAR. This support helps to increase the emergency response 
to new displacement through the Rapid Response Mechanism (water and sanitation, non-food items), to 
address acute food insecurity and undernutrition, strengthen livelihoods and access to primary health care. 
EUR 3 million have been allocated in Cameroon to respond to the needs in three regions affected by the 
CAR regional crisis, hosting 235 000 CAR refugees. European Commission support includes food 
assistance for refugees who mostly rely on humanitarian aid to cover their needs, better access to water, 
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sanitation and hygiene in camps as well as protection activities. EUR 5.5 million have been allocated to 
address the needs of CAR refugees and Chadian returnees in the South of Chad. Assistance is provided to 
reduce acute food insecurity and help build self-reliance through livelihood activities.  

Close linkage is pursued with medium-term and development efforts, including EUTF Bekou and the 
National Indicative Programme under the 11th EDF (European Development Fund) that was signed in June 
2017.   

 

Other information 
Donor list CAR: Year - 2017 (EDRIS as of 09/10/2017)  
 
Donor Amount 

Belgium EUR 4 745 000.00 

Czech Republic EUR 145 248.51 

Denmark EUR 1 785 180.31 

ECHO EUR 15 500 000.00 

Finland EUR 575 000.00 

France EUR 2 600 000.00 

Germany EUR 8 030 000.00 

Ireland EUR 4 940 900.00 

Luxembourg EUR 760 000.00 

Sweden EUR 8 068 129.18 
United Kingdom EUR 11 830 829.41 

 

Total: EUR 58 980 287.41 

 


